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But the chief cause of concern lies in the steady in- 
crease of the navy. This goes on so gradually that it is 
scarcely known to the masses of the people who live in- 
land and never see and rarely hear of a warship. One 
after another of these huge monsters is completed and 
launched, at a cost of $2,000,000, more or less, each. 
There are already more than one hundred of these war 
vessels of all kinds. Fifteen of them have been con- 
structed since 1885. Twenty-eight have been authorized 
which are not yet completed, and during the past fiscal 
year the sum of 32,000,000 of dollars was appropriated 
for the navy. 

What is the real animus of all this warship develop- 
ment? The ostensible reasons given in its justification 
are coast defence and the protection of our citizens and 
of our commerce in all quarters of the globe. But how 
can these well be safer than they have been? Our coast 
is no longer now and no more in need of defence than 
when our navy was of little significance. No nation 
under heaven is so much as thinking of attacking us. 
Our prosperity and our security have been as nearly per- 
fect as can well be conceived. It is curious, then, that 
these reasons are put forward to justify the enormously 
expensive increase of the navy, and one is compelled to 
search elsewhere for the real motives. These are not hard to 
find. Tne root of the matter is a disposition, as yet only 
partially developed, to try to rival the great armaments 
of Europe, especially the English navy. There are some 
good people who seem to think that our military force 
doe3 not properly represent us, that a great nation like 
ours ought to have big guns, big ships and a big army, 
something worthy of our dignity. The military special- 
ists lead in this. They write elaborate articles in the 
magazines in which they compare our own forces with 
those of Europe. As military men they are, naturally 
enough, ashamed of what we have. They go into the 
Congressional lobbies and secure what they want. The 
people are blinded by false reasons, and really have but 
little to say about the matter. 

If the tendency, now beginniug to be manifest in so 
many directions is not checked and that speedily, the con- 
tagion will after awhile strike the standing army, and we 
shall have in army as well as navy a growing rivalry of 
the armaments of Europe which are financially, physi- 
cally, intellectually and morally ruining the old world. If 
we would prevent the overwhelming flood, we must stop 
up the sources which are already beginning to flow. 
Every citizen in every State ought to make his influence 
felt through his representative at the national capital 
against this stealthily growing evil. If this is not done 
we shall by and by pay the bitter penalty of our indiffer- 
ence. Our nation, our citizens individually, should 
faithfully and unblushingly declare, as against all the 
perfection and splendor of European armaments, that it 



is our chief glory that in this respect we are totally unlike 
the nations abroad, and that armies and navies instead of 
making us stronger would only render us weaker and dis- 
grace us before the eyes of the world. 



THE ELECTION. 

It is not within the province of a journal like ours to use 
its columns in the interests of any political party. Its 
mission is a different one, and to this it must keep. This 
does not mean that as individuals we are not interested in 
the political questions of the day and that we have not 
our strong preferences conscientiously held. But there 
are some things connected with our politics and our elec- 
tions that come within the scope of the influence of every 
journal devoted to any phase of reform. On the general 
moral aspects of an election no journal is excusable for 
being silent. 

1. Many references have been made in the papers to 
the exceptionally high moral tone of the late campaign, to 
the absence of personal abuse and recrimination. This is, 
as far as it goes, as it should be. One of the disgraceful 
things in many previous campaigns has been the intensity 
and bitterne ss of personal abuse, and the ease with which 
voters are swayed by this sort of appeal. If a candidate's 
character is bad, there is no reason why it should not be 
known and stated, but to hunt up old stories which have 
long ceased to have any worth, to manufacture new ones 
for the occasion, to turn somebody's vicious surmise into 
a newspaper scandal, to go about repeating these things 

on mere hearsay, to put them into newspapers without 
having examined the grounds of them, is little short of 
the worst kind of baseness. 

2. What the recent campaign won in this regard, was 
certainly nearly entirely offset by the iniquity of betting. 
This evil has been steadily growing for several years. It 
seems to be characteristic of a state of politics in which 
public sentiment is nearly equally divided and the chances 
of success seem numerous on each side. Besides being 
an utterly senseless and inexcusable thing in itself, of a 
piece with gambling of whatever kind, election betting 
has an inevitable tendency to lead to the use of foul means 
of securing the triumph of the men or the party on which 
one makes a wager. Every newspaper that respects 
decency and common morality and that wishes our politi- 
cal life to be pure and noble ought to throw the whole 
weight of its influence against the evil. Some of the great 
journals this year seem rather openly to have countenanced 
it, as they often do in reference to base ball, etc. 

3. Another thing needs attention. The purity of our 
elections seems to be in no greater danger than that aris- 
ing from the way in which appeal is made to the vicious 
classes. These classes, unfortunately, at the present time 
seem to hold the ba lance of power. They are voters, and 
it is natural to want to gain them to one's party. But to 
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do this, must intelligent men stoop to their level, buy 
their votes or go with them to drink in their haunts of 
iniquity? Better be defeated a hundred times over. 
Au appeal made to them in a manly, straightforward way 
would certainly in the long run be successful, for the most 
of them have left enough respect for their manhood to be 
capable of being moved by appeals to their better nature. 
Our theory of government requires that men should vote 
intelligently and freely, and every campaign ought to be, 
from the top to the bottom of society, a campaign of 
education and of the development of moral self-respect. 
The "machine" can be spared, but these qualities can 
not. 

CHRISTMAS. 

And the angel said unto them, Fear not ; for, behold, 
I bring you good tidings of great joy, which shall be to 
all people. 

For unto you is born this day in the city of David a 
Saviour, which is Christ the Lord. 

And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of 
the heavenly host praising God, and saying : 

Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good 
will toward men. 

My soul doth magnify the Lord, and my spirit hath re- 
joiced in God my Saviour. 

Mine eyes have seen thy salvation, which thou hast 
prepared before the face of all people ; a light to lighten 
the Gentiles, and the glory of thy people Israel. 

Christmas will soon be here with its suggestions of hap- 
piness and peace. It is the festival of the world's new 
birtb, of its new life of love and helpfulness and brother- 
liness. It is beyond all other occasions in the thoughts 
which underlie it and give it meaning. It is the festival 
of hope for the world. The birth of Him who has given 
us this day was the assurance to the world that it should 
some time be redeemed from sin and shame and violence, 
and be made pure and good and happy. It is essentially 
an occasion of happiness. Old and young, neighbor and 
friend, the far and the near, vie with each other in mak- 
ing somebody glad. The sum of human happiness, of 
pure disinterested pleasure, is, on Christmas morn, raised 
to the highest point. In this respect, the occasion is not 
yet all that it ought to be ; there is still much that is sel- 
fish about it ; but it will grow better, for the secret of 
happiness and holy joy is in it. 

It is likewise the day of self-forgetfulness, of regard 
for others. It is the practical proof that it is more 
blessed to give than to receive. The little gifts of parents 
to children, of children to parents, of friend to friend, 
though of little worth in themselves, are of incalculable 
value from the spirit of love and tenderness which prompt 
them. What a world this would be, if the Christmas 
spirit of giving, of doing for others, of seeking to make 



somebody happy, went through every day of the year. 
Sometime this shall be. The wants of all the poor shall 
be satisfied. The lost and erring shall all be sought out 
and cared for. Every man will feel that his highest duty, 
his most exalted privilege is to do for others. This time 
may be a good way off, but it will surely come. The star 
is shining and pointing the way. 

Christmas is likewise the promise of peace. When love 
and self-forgetfulness reign, when men find their highest 
joy in doing good to others, peace on earth will necessa- 
rily reign also. Let us rejoice then and be glad. Let us 
carry the Christmas spirit and the Christmas hope into all 
the compass of our lives. In the best sense of the word, 
we wish all our readers a merry, happy Christmas. 



NOTES AND COMMENTS. 



The preliminary arrangements for the World's Peace 
Congress in Chicago next August are being made as 
rapidly as possible. A conference of representatives of 
the different American peace societies will meet in Phila- 
delphia on the 15th of December to discuss the interests 
of the Congress, to provide for the appointment of the 
necessary committees, and to arrange any other prelimi- 
naries that may be required. Announcements will then be 
made, so that the friends of peace throughout the coun- 
try may be fully apprized of what is going on. It takes 
time, especially in a country so great as ours, as well as 
much patient effort, to arrange for a Congress as impor- 
tant as the one to be held next year. The peace societies 
are acting in connection with the World's Congress Aux- 
iliary at Chicago, under whose auspices a great interna- 
tional arbitration and peace congress will be held in Chi- 
cago. The annual meeting of the Universal Peace Con- 
gress, which it was unanimously voted at Berne to hold 
in Chicago next year, will be held in connection with this 
other Congress, and, though independent, will really con- 
stitute a part of it. The time of the Congress and all 
other necessary information will be given at an early date. 



The Secretary of the American Peace Society has sent 
the following letter to the leading religious journals of 
the country, calling the attention of the pastors of the 
churches to the observance of Peace Sunday, which falls 
this year on the eighteenth of December. 

To the Editor of 



Dear Sir: 

The American Peace Society desires through your 
columns to call the attention of the pastors of the various 
churches throughout the country to the observance of 



